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Panel members will share their prison experiences and discuss the psychological impact 
of prison life as explored in their writings. Panelists include: Elaine Bartlett, the subject 
of Life on the Outside: The Prison Odyssey of Elaine Bartlett by Jennifer Gonnerman; 
Jamal Joseph, author of Panther Baby: A Life of Rebellion & Reinvention; and King Thai 
(Tyreese Malloy), author of The Lost Society: The Prison Memoirs of Tyreese Malloy. 
Panel Curator, Wanda Best-DeVeaux, of Citizens Against Recidivism, Inc. will moderate.

Elaine Bartlett was sentenced to 20 years to life in prison for a first drug offense under 
the Rockefeller drug laws. She spent 16 years in Bedford Hills prison before Governor 
George Pataki granted her request for clemency. After her release, she helped found the 
Mothers of the Disappeared, an advocacy group fighting to repeal these drug laws. 

Jamal Joseph is a writer, director, producer, poet, activist and educator. Imprisoned as 
one of the Panther 21 for his active participation in the Black Panther Party, he earned 
two college degrees and wrote five plays and two volumes of poetry while incarcerated. 
He is now a professor of film and former chair of the Graduate Film Program at 
Columbia University and artistic director of the New Heritage Theatre Group in Harlem. 

King Thai (Tyreese Malloy) is a Hip Hop artist, writer, videographer, photographer 
and playwright. He is the author of The Lost Society: The Prison Memoirs of Tyreese 
Malloy, his first-hand account of the Prison Industrial Complex as seen from the inside, 
through the eyes of a creative artist and activist. He also collaborated with artists from 
Blackout Arts Collective to create the play What It Iz: The SpokenWordical. 

3:00-4:15 p.m.

Admission is free. www.libraryactioncommittee.org
Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system.

BOOKS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR SALE AND SIGNING.
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Funding is provided in part by grants from the New York State Council on the Arts, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs,  
Queens Borough President’s Office, Queens Council on the Arts, Queens Library, the Library Action Committee  

of Corona-East Elmhurst, Inc., and private contributions and donations.

PANEL DISCUSSION 
AUTHORS FROM INSIDE THE WALL 

PRESENTED BY CITIZENS AGAINST RECIDIVISM, INC. 

AUTHOR TALK 
MITCHELL S. JACKSON PRESENTS  

THE RESIDUE YEARS: A NOVEL 
Mitchell S. Jackson has been hailed as an extraordinary break-out voice in 
fiction. His autobiographical novel, The Residue Years, about growing up in 
a neglected neighborhood in Portland, Oregon under the shadow of crack 
cocaine, has been praised as “a powerful debut novel” by The New York 
Times Sunday Book Review and was a finalist for the 2012 PEN/Hemingway 
Award for Debut Fiction. Lauded for promoting peace over violence and hope 

4:15-5:00 p.m.

over despair, the novel was a finalist for the Center for Fiction’s 2013 Flaherty-Dunnan First Novel Prize 
and the Hurston/Wright Foundation’s 2014 Legacy Award for best fiction by a writer of African descent.

Mitchell S. Jackson is a native of Portland, Oregon who currently lives in Brooklyn, NY. He received an MA in writing 
from Portland State University and an MFA in Creative Writing from New York University, where he now teaches. He 
has been a finalist for the Hurston/Wright Foundation’s College Writers Award and has received fellowships from 
Urban Artist Initiative and The Center for Fiction. His debut novel, The Residue Years, has received critical praise from 
The Times of London and O, the Oprah Magazine, among other publications, and was named the 2014 Honor Book for 
Fiction by the Black Caucus of the American Library Association (BCALA).

MITCHELL S. JACKSON



WORKSHOP AND AUTHOR TALK 
LEAP AND LET GO: A WORKSHOP FOR ASPIRING WRITERS   
PRESENTED BY TANILLE EDWARDS

In this interactive workshop, author, singer and songwriter 
Tanille Edwards will discuss how she got started as a writer 
and the impact her work has had on audiences worldwide.  
She will lead participants in writing exercises such as “Let It 
Go, Let It Flow” to help them relax and release constricting 
energies that contribute to writer’s block and creative 
stagnation. Using her new novel, Broken, as an example, she 
will discuss how to develop characters and relevant themes. 
The presentation will include a reading from her novel.

Tanille Edwards is the co-author and creator of the 
children’s book series Jordan & Justine’s Weekend 
Adventures. She is also the author of the young-adult 
novels Broken and Cameo and the new-media versions of these 
novels with music by Tanille. She has been writing music and books since age 16 
and earned an MBA from Adelphi University at age 21, graduating magna cum laude.

Samantha Thornhill is a performing poet and educator originally from Trinidad and 
Tobago who has been invited to share her versatile works in a variety of contexts 
across the U.S., Europe, Africa and the Caribbean. Her enchanting poems take 
audiences from the Trinidadian streets of her childhood to a block in Brooklyn, 
where she now lives. Weaving an ambitious variety of geographies, subject matters 
and styles, Thornhill seeks to carve out her own space in the literary oral tradition. 
She is perhaps best known for her odes and elegies, which are characterized by a 
rare and unforgettable combination of playfulness, grit and lyricism. 

Samantha Thornhill received her MFA in poetry from the University of Virginia. She 
now lives in New York City, where she has been teaching poetry to actors at The 
Juilliard School for a decade. She also teaches creative writing workshops to the 
elderly, and to urban and rural youth. Her poems have been featured in 17 literary 
journals and anthologies, and her ode to the folk legend Odetta was published as 
a picture book by Scholastic Books in 2010. She is currently producing and co-
directing a documentary about the teenage daughters of incarcerated fathers, and is 
a founding curator of Poets in Unexpected Places (PUP), which stages surprise poetry 
performances in subways, laundromats and other unexpected public places and 
which was profiled in The New York Times on April 21, 2013. 

Flo Anthony is back on the literary scene with the Black 
Expressions Book Club best seller Deadly Stuff Players, her 
second Hollywood murder mystery. In this page-turner, gossip 
columnist Valerie Rollins and NFL Hall of Famer turned private 
investigator Rome Nyland try to solve the murder of drug-addled 
socialite Andrea Dumas. Set against a glittering backdrop of five-
star Beverly Hills and Hollywood restaurants and hot spots and 
featuring rappers, a deadly gang, a retired baseball player, a black 
jockey, a dot-com billionaire and a reality-show starlet, Deadly 
Stuff Players will keep readers rivteted from beginning to end.  

Flo Anthony is a radio show host, blogger, reporter for the New York Daily News and 
publisher and editor-in-chief of Black Noir Magazine. She has appeared on many TV shows 

and networks, including The Insider, Entertainment Tonight, Inside Edition, the Fox News Channel and MSNBC. 
A graduate of Howard University, Flo lives in the East Harlem section of New York City.    
 

12:00-1:30 p.m. 2:00-2:30 p.m.

1:30-2:00 p.m. 2:30-3:00 p.m.
(Continued on Back)

AUTHOR TALK* 
PASTOR PEPPER BONAY-MARTIN  PRESENTS  

I’M MARRIED BUT I FEEL LIKE I’M SINGLE   
Pastor Pepper Bonay-Martin is an ordained minister, preacher 
and sought-after keynote speaker who is passionate about 
empowering women to overcome the pain of their pasts. She is 
the author of I’m Married But I Feel Like I’m Single, which tells 
the story of her own failed marriage and painful divorce, and 
she is the founder of Women Intended For Excellence (WIFE) 
Ministries, an organization designed primarily but not exclusively 
to help women overcome traumatic experiences and realize their full potential. 

Pastor Pepper Bonay-Martin served for more than ten years as a part of the ministerial 
team and head of the Women’s Department at Perfecting Faith Church in Freeport 
NY, under the leadership of Pastor Donnie A. McClurkin, and as a member of the 
evangelistic team at Zion Cathedral Church of God in Christ in Freeport, under the 
leadership of Bishop Frank O. White, senior pastor. She is now preparing to become 
senior pastor of her own church. Pastor Bonay-Martin is also a member of the New York 
State Chaplain Task Force, the crisis-response unit of New York Chaplaincy Services. 

POETRY PERFORMANCE 
POETRY AS PASSPORT  
PRESENTED BY SAMANTHA THORNHILL

AUTHOR TALK* 
FLO ANTHONY  PRESENTS 
DEADLY STUFF PLAYERS

*This program is presented by BulLion Entertainment. *This programs is presented by Bullion Entertainment.


